
TEACHING GUIDE 

Table of Contents 

Getting Ready to Use Drafting Board ………………………………………...   1 

All About the Challenge Mode …………………………………………………..   3 

Issue Analyzer ………………………………………………………………………..   4 

Claim Creator …………………………………………………………………..….…   6 

Paragraph Constructor ………………………………………………………….…   8 

Critic Crusher …………………………………………………………………….…..   11 

Introduction Introducer …………………………………………………….…….   13 

Conclusion Crafter ………………………………………………………….………   15 

Final Edit & Finished Essays.……………………………………………..……..   18 

Teacher Data ………………………………………………………………….……..   18 

Drafting Board Concepts PowerPoint Activity ………..…………………..   20 



Drafting Board Teaching Guide  |  Page 1 

GETTING READY TO USE DRAFTING BOARD 

1) Familiarize Yourself 

Take a little time to learn about Drafting Board before 

having your class begin this tool. Here are four essential 

preparations you should make before your class starts: 

A. Know What Drafting Board Is… And What it Isn’t 

B. Work Through Drafting Board On Your Own 

To best understand all Drafting Board has to offer, you will need to work through it as a student first. 

Working through Drafting Board also… 

 Makes you better equipped to answer students’ questions.  

 Helps you make stronger connections between your own curriculum and the Drafting Board content. 

 Gives you a clear picture of the argumentative essay structure Drafting Board uses. 

 Shows you exactly how each scaffolding type works (use the Default setting to see all three types). 

C. Read About the Challenge Modes 

The first thing Drafting Board asks students to do is select a Challenge Mode. The Challenge Mode cannot 

be changed after the student begins Drafting Board! It’s important for you to decide in advance which 

challenge modes you want to assign to which students and to make sure students know their assigned 

mode. Once you’ve worked through Drafting Board on your own, you’ll know exactly what each 

scaffolding type does. That will help you decide which Challenge Modes are appropriate for your students. 

D. Review, Print, and Copy Classroom Materials 

Each Drafting Board topic comes with a set of printable classroom supplements to help you make the 

most out of the Drafting Board experience. Materials include pre-writing activities, printable versions of 

the evidence and glossary, a progress tracker for students, guiding questions to help you help struggling 

students, and more!  

Drafting Board is NOT… 

 A replacement for teaching argumentative 

writing 

 A game 

 A tool for teaching how to conduct research 

 A replacement for students writing 

independently 

 A good way to keep kids occupied while 

you’re busy! 

Drafting Board is… 

 A tool to help teach essay structure and format 

 A model for what good arguments look and 

sound like 

 A way to practice working with evidence and 

support 

 A tool for adding Common Core to Social 

Studies 

 A way to explore topics relevant to civics and 

government 
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GETTING READY TO USE DRAFTING BOARD  (CONT.) 

2) Prepare Students 

Make sure students have some context before starting Drafting 
Board and that they know what to expect. Taking the following 

steps will help students get the most out of their Drafting Board 

experience: 

A. Do the Prewriting Activity 

The support materials for each Drafting Board topic include two 

prewriting options. Use the prewriting activities to help students begin thinking about the topic before 

they start Drafting Board. 

Each prewriting option is designed on half a page to conserve paper. Just photocopy, cut, distribute,  

and discuss.  

B. Distribute Support Materials 

Students benefit from the following support materials that come with each Drafting Board topic: 

 Progress Tracker. The Progress Tracker briefly explains the objectives of each module within 

Drafting Board and provides a task checklist for each module. Students can use the Progress Tracker 

to help them remember what they’ve done and see where they’re going. Students also record key 

pieces of information on the Progress Tracker, which means you can collect the Progress Tracker as 

evidence of student work as they progress through the tool.  

 Important: Preview the Progress Tracker with students. Previewing the Progress Tracker gives 

students an overview of what they will be doing in Drafting Board. Taking the time to preview 

Drafting Board this way helps ground students in the connection between Drafting Board and 

the essay writing process.  

 Printable evidence. All necessary evidence is available to 

students inside Drafting Board itself. However, some students may 

find it helpful to have a hard copy of the evidence available to look at. 

Also, depending on the reading level of your class, you may wish to 

use the printable evidence as a pre-teaching tool. 

 Printable glossary. Glossary word definitions are available as 

hover tooltips inside Drafting Board. A printable copy of the glossary 

is also available, with words listed in alphabetical order. You may wish 

to use the printable glossary to preview difficult words; however, we 

do not recommend pre-teaching all of the glossary words at once, as 

that can be overwhelming for students. 

 



ALL ABOUT THE CHALLENGE MODES 

The first screen of Drafting Board asks students to select a challenge mode. 

The challenge mode determines how much scaffolding Drafting Board 

provides in the Paragraph Constructor module, which is the part of Drafting 
Board where students write the essay’s three body paragraphs. There are 

three (3) possible scaffolding types: 

 Auto-complete. This is the highest level of scaffolding.               

The paragraph is pre-written and contains blank spaces. As students 

click highlighted sentences in the evidence, Drafting Board auto-completes the space. Students 

must determine if the auto-complete response makes sense.  

 Paraphrase. This is the mid-level scaffolding. The paragraph is pre-written and contains blank 

areas.  Based on the evidence, students must complete the blank areas in their own words.  

 Write-it-yourself. This level offers no scaffolding. Except for the topic sentence, students write 

the paragraph completely on their own based on information in the evidence. 

Challenge 

Mode 
Use this mode when... 

Paragraph 

1 

Paragraph 

2 

Paragraph 

3 

DEFAULT 

 Student needs to learn the structure of an 

evidence-based argumentative paragraph  

 Student will be ready to write a paragraph 

without help after two examples 

Auto-

complete 
Paraphrase 

Write-it-

yourself 

LEVEL 1 

 Student needs to learn the structure of an 

evidence-based argumentative paragraph  

 Student needs a structured example before 

attempting to locate information in a text and 

synthesize ideas independently 

Auto-

complete 
Paraphrase Paraphrase 

LEVEL 2 

 Student needs to learn the structure of an 

evidence-based argumentative paragraph  

 Student can locate information in a text and 

synthesize ideas independently 

Paraphrase Paraphrase Paraphrase 

LEVEL 3 

 Student needs to learn the structure of an 

evidence-based argumentative paragraph  

 Student will be ready to write a paragraph without 

help after completing two examples with help 

Paraphrase Paraphrase 
Write-it-

yourself 

LEVEL 4 

 Student is familiar with the structure of an 

evidence-based argumentative paragraph  

 Student could use a reminder of that structure 

before writing paragraphs without help 

Paraphrase 
Write-it-

yourself 

Write-it-

yourself 

LEVEL 5 

 Student understands the structure of an 

argumentative paragraph 

 Student is familiar with Drafting Board 

 Student needs no help writing evidence-based 

paragraphs 

Write-it-

yourself 

Write-it-

yourself 

Write-it-

yourself 
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ISSUE ANALYZER 

Purpose 

Students learn about the 

issue. Using available 

evidence, students complete 

a news story that highlights 

both sides of the issue. 

Students then choose a side 

of the issue to support in 

the essay.  

As You Circulate 

Built-In Guidance 

Watch to make sure students are opening and reading the pieces of evidence. Three pieces 

of evidence accompany each piece of the news story. This is the same evidence they will be using later 

in Drafting Board, and this is an opportunity for students to preview the evidence they’ll be working 

with.  

 Automatic Feedback. At first, Drafting Board will not stop students from selecting incorrect 

answers. But at the end of the Issue Analyzer, Drafting Board will highlight any section of the story 

that was completed incorrectly. At that point, students will need to re-do that part of the story. 

Drafting Board will not let students complete the Issue Analyzer until all pieces of the story have 

been correctly completed.  

 Glossary Tooltips. Throughout Drafting Board, clickable glossary words are highlighted in the 

evidence. Students can hover over or click on a word to see its definition.  



Drafting Board Teaching Guide  |  Page 5 

ISSUE ANALYZER — KEY IMAGES 

In each piece of the news story, 

students must find the piece of 

evidence that contains the 

information necessary to complete 

the blank. 

Drafting Board gives students 

three pieces of evidence to choose 

from. 

Students click on a piece of 

evidence to expand it in the 

evidence pane. 

Click the arrow to return to the 

three evidence options. 

Be aware that there is no progress 

available to view in the Issue 

Analyzer. 

A progress bar tracks students’ 

progress through the Issue 

Analyzer. 

Expanding a piece of evidence 

automatically completes the 

sentence with information from 

that piece of evidence. 
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CLAIM CREATOR 

Purpose 

Students support their main 

claim with reasons and 

evidence. First, students 

select three reasons to 

support the side of the issue 

they will argue for in the 

essay. Students then match 

two pieces of supporting 

evidence to each reason. 

The reasons and evidence 

are built in to Drafting Board.  

As You Circulate 

Built-In Guidance 

Watch for students who are having trouble correctly matching evidence to their reasons. 

Print and carry the guiding questions and key words found in the Classroom Materials that go with the 

Drafting Board topic your class is working on. Use these guiding questions to help point struggling 

students toward the correct evidence.  

 “Does this make sense?” Popup. When a student first matches a piece of evidence to a reason, 

Drafting Board presents a popup that asks the student to compare the reason with a summary of 

the evidence they are about to use to support that reason. Drafting Board asks, “Does this make 

sense?” The student may either continue or return to select a different piece of evidence. 

 Automatic Feedback.  At first, Drafting Board will not stop students from matching evidence to 

reasons incorrectly. But after students have matched 2 pieces of evidence to each reason, Drafting 
Board will highlight the pieces of evidence that are incorrectly matched. The student must then 

remove those pieces of evidence and select new pieces of supporting evidence. 

 Hints. Hovering over a box with incorrectly matched evidence will cause a hint to appear. The hints 

point the student toward the correct evidence by suggesting what to look for. 
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CLAIM CREATOR — KEY IMAGES 

A “+” sign appears in every box 

when a piece of evidence is 

expanded. Click any “+” box to 

assign the evidence to that box.  

On this screen, students will find 2 

pieces of evidence to support each 

reason. 

Two boxes appear next to each 

reason. This is where the evidence 

selections will be recorded. 

Students see 8 evidence options. 

Because they have 3 reasons to 

support, they will only use 6 pieces 

of evidence. 

When a piece of evidence has 

been assigned to a reason, its title 

and summary appear in the box.  

Click “Remove” to remove the 

evidence and choose again. 

Clicking a “+” box to assign a 

piece of evidence causes a popup 

to appear. 

The popup asks students to 

compare the reason they are trying 

to support with a summary of the 

evidence they are about to use as 

support. The box asks, “Does this 

make sense?” If not, the student 

may return and select a different 

piece of evidence. 
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PARAGRAPH 

CONSTRUCTOR 

Purpose 

Students start writing their 

essay. They begin in the middle 

by writing the 3 “body” 

paragraphs first. This order is 

based on the idea that it is 

easier to write an effective 

introduction and conclusion 

when you already know what the 

main part of your essay says. 

As You Circulate 

 Watch to make sure students have expanded the evidence they are working with. This is 

an indicator that students are actually looking at and reading the evidence while they write the 

paragraph. 

 Pay attention to the scaffolding level students are working with. Make sure students are 

using the evidence to help them write their own portions of the paragraphs. Ask students to show 

you the parts of the evidence they used in their paragraphs. 

 Note that student-generated text appears dark orange.  This feature makes it easier for you 

to glance over students’ shoulders and see right away which text they have written themselves. 

 Check to see whether students are giving thought to the transitions they add to their 

paragraphs. Encourage students to use the hover-over feature to see examples of how transitions 

are used. 

 Check to see whether students are taking advantage of the opportunity to freely edit 

each paragraph before moving on. For students working with scaffolded paragraphs, encourage 

them to re-read the paragraph completely and “personalize” it with their own words and ideas. For 

those writing their own paragraphs, make sure they take the opportunity to re-read and improve 

their paragraphs. 



Built-In Guidance 

 Automatic Feedback. For students working with the highest amount of scaffolding, Drafting 
Board will tell them if they have chosen a part of the evidence that incorrectly completes the 

paragraph. Students must find and select the correct part of the evidence before moving on. 

 Cloze Paragraphs. For students working with the middle level of scaffolding, Drafting Board has 

already written part of the paragraph. Students should use their own words to complete the missing 

parts of the paragraph in a way that makes sense with what has already been written. 

 1-Click “Notetaking” Feature. For students working with the middle or lowest levels of 

scaffolding, each sentence in the evidence is clickable. Students can click any sentence to add it to 

their “notes” on the left side of the screen. 

 Self-Assessment Rubric. For students working with the middle or lowest levels of scaffolding, a 

short self-assessment asks them to rate the quality of their work before moving on. 

 Transition Definitions and Examples. On the page where students add transitions to their 

paragraphs, students can click or hover over each transition to see its definition and a simple 

example of how to use that transition. 
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PARAGRAPH CONSTRUCTOR  (CONT.) 

PARAGRAPH CONSTRUCTOR — KEY IMAGES 

On the highest level of 

scaffolding, students see a 

paragraph with two blank 

spaces. 

Three sentences in the evidence 

are highlighted. Clicking a 

highlighted sentence auto-

completes the blank space in 

the paragraph.  

The student must choose the 

sentence that auto-completes 

the paragraph with the correct 

information. 
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PARAGRAPH CONSTRUCTOR — KEY IMAGES  (CONT.) 

On the middle level of 

scaffolding, students see a 

paragraph that contains blank 

text boxes. 

Every sentence in the evidence 

is clickable. Clicking a 

highlighted sentence adds that 

sentence to the student’s 

“notes” in the left column. 

Students complete the 

paragraph in their own words 

by typing into the text boxes. 

Student-generated text appears 

in orange font. 

On the lowest level of 

scaffolding, students see a 

work area that includes only the 

topic sentence. 

When the evidence is 

expanded, all sentences are 

clickable and may be added to 

the left-hand notes column. 

Students complete the 

paragraph by writing the rest of 

the sentences on their own and 

typing in the work area. 
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CRITIC CRUSHER 

Purpose 

Students learn a structure for 

creating a paragraph that 

addresses one of the other side’s 

arguments. They piece together 

a practice paragraph first, then 

create a paragraph that will be 

included in the essay.  

As You Circulate 

Built-In Guidance 

 Make sure students open the evidence and read it. For the first time, students will have 

access to a piece of evidence that supports the other side’s argument. This is evidence they will not 

have seen before. 

 Make sure students are using the evidence. The second paragraph cannot be completed 

properly without referencing the evidence.  

 Make sure students are reading the directions and paying attention to the purpose of 

each sentence. Each sentence of this paragraph has a special purpose. As students build the 

paragraph, they should be paying attention to the purpose of each part. 

 Be ready to answer questions. Some students may be confused about the concept of countering 

the other side’s argument. 

 Practice Paragraph. Drafting Board walks students through a 4-sentence structure for the 

counterargument paragraph. First, students piece together a pre-written paragraph. Then students 

repeat this structure when they build the second paragraph that will be included in the essay. In the 

second paragraph, students use the evidence and their own words to complete missing parts of the 

paragraph. 

 Complete Paragraph Structure. The counterargument structure Drafting Board teaches is 

carefully worded. Because of the structured nature of this paragraph, there is no “add transitions” 

screen in the Critic Crusher. 
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CRITIC CRUSHER — KEY IMAGES 

Above the work area, students see 

both their and the other side’s 

claim and reason. 

In the practice paragraph, students 

match sentence halves or select 

multiple choice options to 

construct the paragraph. 

After the practice paragraph, 

students write another paragraph 

with less help. This paragraph is 

included in the essay. 

The paragraph builds on itself as 

students work. Student-generated 

writing appears in orange font. 

Evidence from both sides is 

available to read. Students should 

refer to this evidence while 

working. 

This time, students use the 

evidence to complete blanks in 

each sentence. The sentences 

follow the same structure as 

taught in the practice paragraph. 
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INTRODUCTION 

INTRODUCER 

Purpose 

Students learn a structure for 

creating an introductory 

paragraph. They learn about 

different ways to “hook” the 

reader at the beginning, and 

Drafting Board assembles the 

introduction paragraph using 

the claim and reasons the 

student selected earlier.  

As You Circulate 

Built-In Guidance 

 Be prepared to answer questions about the “hook” categories. Drafting Board asks students 

to categorize several possible “hooks.” (The first sentence of the introduction and essay.) They are 

also described on the printable Progress Tracker that is included in the Classroom Materials. 

 Be prepared to answer questions about the purpose of the “bridge” sentence. Drafting 
Board automatically pairs each hook sentence with a “bridge” sentence that connects the hook with 

the larger argument. Drafting Board does not include any direct instruction about the function of the 

hook and bridge pair. 

 Encourage students to personalize the paragraph with their own words and ideas. 

Students have the opportunity to freely edit the introduction paragraph. If you wish, encourage 

students to think of their own hook and bridge and replace the Drafting Board-generated pair they 

selected. 

 Make sure students are thoughtful about their transition selections. 

 Structured Paragraph. Drafting Board teaches an introduction paragraph format that is highly 

structured. The structure is one that students can use even when writing essays on their own. 

 “Hook” Instruction. The categorizing activity is designed to teach students about different kinds 

of “hook” sentences that can be used at the beginning of an essay to grab the reader’s interest. 

 Automatic Feedback. Drafting Board will mark students’ incorrect answers when they are 

categorizing the “hook” sentences. Students cannot proceed until they have chosen the correct 

answers.  
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INTRODUCTION INTRODUCER — KEY IMAGES 

Drafting Board offers students five 

“hook + bridge” combinations to 

choose from. None are wrong. 

To have students use their own 

hook + bridge combinations 

instead of the ones Drafting Board 

suggests, have students write their 

own sentences on a piece of paper 

and ask them to make that change 

on the edit paragraph screen. 

A quick categorizing activity 

teaches students about several 

kinds of “hook” sentences that can 

be used at the start of an essay.  

Click “Select a Category” to see the 

options. 

No evidence appears in the 

evidence panel because this 

activity does not require evidence. 

After the hook + bridge selection, 

students arrive directly at the “add 

transitions” screen. Drafting Board 

has automatically completed the 

rest of the paragraph using the 

following structure: 

Hook 

Bridge 

Reason 1 

Reason 2 

Reason 3 

Claim 
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CONCLUSION CRAFTER 

Purpose 

Students learn a structure for 

creating a conclusion paragraph. 

They learn how to re-state their 

claim and reasons, and they 

learn different ways to write a 

final “clincher” to end the essay.  

As You Circulate 

Built-In Guidance 

 Spot-check over to make sure they are putting their reasons into their own words. 

 Be prepared to answer questions about the “clincher” categories. Drafting Board asks 

students to categorize several possible “clinchers” (the last sentence of the conclusion and essay). 

They are also described on the printable Progress Tracker that is included in the Classroom 

Materials. 

 Encourage students to personalize the paragraph with their own words and ideas. 

Students have the opportunity to freely edit the conclusion paragraph. If you wish, encourage 

students to think of their own clincher and replace the Drafting Board-generated sentence they 

selected. 

 Make sure students are thoughtful about their transition selections. 

 Variable Scaffolding. Drafting Board helps students re-state their reasons using a scaffolding 

structure that mimics the scaffolding levels in the Paragraph Constructor. 

 Example-Based Activities. The highest and middle levels of scaffolding ask students to choose 

from among several correct possibilities. This way, students can see several examples of how to 

“say what they said before” — a difficult skill to learn. 

 Structured Paragraph. Drafting Board teaches a conclusion paragraph format that is highly 

structured. The structure is one that students can use even when writing essays on their own. 

 “Clincher” Instruction. The categorizing activity is designed to teach students about different 

kinds of “clincher” sentences that can be used at the end of an essay.  

 Automatic Feedback. Drafting Board will mark students’ incorrect answers when they are 

categorizing the clincher sentences. Students cannot proceed until they have chosen the correct 

answers.  



Students see the paragraph being 

assembled above. 
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CONCLUSION CRAFTER — KEY IMAGES 

On the highest level of scaffolding, 

students choose from four pre-written 

restatements. None are wrong.  

The student’s claim appears at the top 

of the work area in its original 

wording. 

Students choose one of four different 

ways to restate their claim. (None are 

wrong.) 

On the middle level of scaffolding, 

the student chooses one of four cloze 

sentences. None are wrong. 

Students help restate the claim by 

completing the sentence themselves. 

Students type their own words into 

the text boxes.  

The student then finishes restating 

the reason by typing into the text 

box.  

Students then restate each of their 

three reasons. Scaffolding for 

restating the reasons parallels the 

scaffolding in the Paragraph 

Constructor. 

The reason the student is restating 

always appears above the work area. 
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CONCLUSION CRAFTER — KEY IMAGES  (CONT.) 

On the lowest level of scaffolding, 

students restate their reason entirely 

on their own. 

Students type their sentence into the 

text box at the end of the paragraph. 

Finally, students choose a clincher to 

use in their essay. On subsequent 

screens, students add transitions and 

edit the paragraph. Drafting Board 

teaches the following conclusion 

paragraph structure: 

Restated Claim 

Restated Reason 1 

Restated Reason 2 

Restated Reason 3 

Clincher 

Now a quick categorizing activity 

teaches students about several kinds 

of “clinchers” that can be used at the 

start of an essay.  

Click “Select a Category” to see the 

options. 
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FINAL EDIT & FINISHED ESSAYS 

Finding the Data 

Students have one final chance to 

edit their essay before the end of 

Drafting Board.  

Click “Edit Text” to edit. 

After this screen, students will be 

prompted to print their essay or 

exit Drafting Board. You do not 

need to have students print their 

essays. Student essays will be 

saved, and you can access them at 

any time by clicking “View Report” 

on the Drafting Board topic page. 

(You can also access them through 

My iCivics.)  

TEACHER DATA 
Drafting Board tracks students’ essays and certain evidence matching data. You can access this data 

from the “View Report” button on the teacher Drafting Board page. 

Navigate to the page for the 

Drafting Board topic your class is 

working on. 

Click the View Report button to 

access student data. 
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TEACHER DATA  (CONT.) 

If you have more than one class 

that has worked through this topic, 

filter by class here. 

As the class is working, see 

student progress here. Circles fill in 

as students work through the tool. 

“View Data” lets you see how well the student 

did at matching evidence in the Issue Analyzer 

and the Claim Creator. You see how many 

pieces of evidence the student matched 

correctly on the first try and how many 

incorrect evidence matches the student made. 

Download all data for your entire 

class using the buttons at the top, 

or view individual student data 

with the buttons on the right. 

Evidence matching data exports to 

a .csv spreadsheet. 

“View Essay” 

lets you see 

the student’s 

essay. 

From this screen, you 

can download or print 

the individual essay. 
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REINFORCEMENT POWERPOINT ACTIVITY 

On the first click, the character 

and statement appear, along with 

the “Cool” and “Not Cool” answer 

options. Read the statement with 

the class. Have the class answer 

as a chorus, and listen for wrong 

or mixed answers that indicate 

confusion. 

Clicking again reveals a star by 

the correct answer and a short 

explanation at the bottom of the 

screen. 

Use the available PowerPoint activity 

to reinforce the concepts that 

Drafting Board teaches. This activity 

includes all the graphic organizers 

that appear in Drafting Board, along 

with a fun quiz to help students learn 

and remember the concepts. It can 

be used before or after students work 

through Drafting Board. 

Each organizer appears on a slide by 

itself, followed by a few quiz slides 

that reinforce the organizer’s 

concepts. 

Start by using the graphic 

organizer slide to review the 

argumentative writing concepts. 

The quiz is designed in an active participation format so that the whole class can participate at once, 

answering each question as a chorus. Each question features an iCivics bobblehead character with 

something to say about argumentative writing. Students decide whether the statement is “Cool” or 

“Not Cool.” 


