
Manifest Destiny Name: 

Activity p.1 

A. Expand That Land! Follow the directions below each map to see how the United States grew across 

the continent. On each map, shade both the new area AND all the areas you shaded before.  

B. Technology, Ho! Why did the U.S. expand 

so quickly? One huge factor was technology! 

The first half of the 1800s saw huge advances 

in transportation and communication. Can you 

spot the changes? Draw lines to match the 

earlier and later images. 

** TEACHER GUIDE ** 

flatboat—river travel 

steamboat—river travel 

letter—long-distance 
communication 

telegraph 

horseback—long 
distance travel 

railroad—long distance 
travel 

printing press—1850s 

printing press—1780s 

** Note: Map areas show the general land acquisitions and do not include all details. 



Manifest Destiny Name: 

Activity p.2 

— from President Andrew Jackson's Message to 
Congress 'On Indian Removal' (1830) 

C. That ‘Manifest Destiny’ Attitude. Even before there was a name for it, people who believed in 

Manifest Destiny had a distinct way of thinking. Read the following excerpts and answer the questions.   

— from “An Act Making Provision for the Civilization 
of the Indian Tribes Adjoining the Frontier 
Settlements”  (March 3, 1819) 

— from The Home Missionary (1867) 

1. One word appears in all three excerpts. Circle it 

in each excerpt and write it on this line: 

 ___________________________ 

5. Which diagram shows lines “converging”? 

6. Manifest Destiny was seen as progress. Underline 

two phrases in the Home Missionary excerpt that 

mean progress. 

4. Does it sound like President Jackson had respect 

for Native Americans?      Yes      No 

     Box the evidence for your answer. 

2. There are 12 words in the puzzle that describe 

things people valued. Use all three excerpts to 

help you find them!  

Arts 

Civilization 

Agriculture 

Cities 

Towns 

Farms 

Industry 

Liberty 

Religion 

Education 

Government 

Improvements 

S L R P S F G C T Q M C 

L T Q E Z M I P R I I T 

I B N V L T R U A V P N 

B U F E I I B A I R O E 

E G H E M D G L F I D M 

R C S E L E I I T K U N 

T V J I I Z V A O T I R 

Y H Z G A O C O N N S E 

E R U T L U C I R G A V 

U V I O D Q O N X P L O 

K O A E S N W O T I M G 

N I N D U S T R Y T D I 

3. Based on what President Jackson did value, what 

do you think was his problem with “a country 

covered with forests”? 

A) B) C) 

** TEACHER GUIDE ** 

civilization 

agriculture 

cities 

towns 

farms 

improvements 

art 

industry 

liberty 

civilization 

religion 

government 

education 

He valued cities, towns, and improvements, 

 

which are the activities of people. He probably 

didn’t like a country covered with forests because 

he saw that as a sign there was no human 

activity (progress) happening. 



3.  Look at what Cass is saying. List the places he 

mentions that you have heard of: 

 

 

 

 

4. Complete this sentence: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, find 3 pieces of evidence in the cartoon 

to back up your answer. Draw an arrow to 

each part of the cartoon you are using as 

evidence. Label the arrows #1, #2, and #3. 

1. Circle the words 

Manifest Destiny.  

What object is this 

phrase written on?  

__sword/saber__ 

What is dripping off 

that object?  

____blood______ 

2. Describe what Cass’s 

body is made from: 

Manifest Destiny Name: 

Activity p.3 

D. Spoils of War. In February 1848, the U.S. got a huge amount of land after winning a war with Mexico. 

Later in 1848, Americans would elect a new president—and not everyone agreed that war was a good 

way for the U.S. to grow. Take a look at this cartoon of presidential candidate Lewis Cass: 

5. Political cartoons often exaggerate what a 

candidate believes. Read the list of Cass’s views. 

Write C if the view makes him seem like the 

person the cartoonist drew. Write X if the 

view shows Cass wasn’t necessarily out to take 

over the world. 

____ He thought the U.S. should have all of Oregon 

Territory even if it meant war with Britain. 

____ He hoped the U.S. could someday annex 

Canada, but only if the people living there 

agreed. (he didn’t want expansion at any cost) 

____ He believed the war with Mexico should 

continue until the U.S. conquered all of Mexico. 

____ He believed the U.S. was at risk if other 

European nations controlled territory in North 

America. (he saw expansion as nat’l security issue) 

____ He thought Great Britain’s power in the world 

could too easily threaten the United States. 
(again, he saw expansion as nat’l security issue) 

____ He supported taking military control of Yucatan 

when that country was having problems. 

Lewis Cass moved to the Northwest Territory when he was 19 years old. He became an Ohio politician in 

1806, a general in the War of 1812, U.S. Secretary of War in the 1830s, a U.S. Senator in the ‘40s—and 

in 1848, he ran for president!  

** TEACHER GUIDE ** 

cannons, guns, 
bombs, metal 
parts, weapons, 
etc. 

answers will vary 

go to war to take over other countries 

C 

C 

X 

X 

X 

C 



1. Circle each kind of transportation you see the 

settlers using. 

2. Put a box around the group of miners. 

3. Draw an arrow pointing to the farmers. 

4. Find the Native Americans. What does it look 

like they are doing?  

     ______________________________________ 

     ______________________________________ 

     ______________________________________ 

5. Think of two words to describe the Native 

Americans’ emotions. Explain how you can tell: 

Manifest Destiny Name: 

Activity p.4 

E. American Progress. This painting by John Gast was done in 1872. It is called “American Progress.” 

Study the image and answer the questions.  

6. Find any wild animals. What do they have in 

common with the way the Native Americans 

are portrayed in this painting? 

 

 

 

 

7. Look at the woman in the sky. What is her 

role in this scene? Add a speech bubble and 

have her explain what she is doing. 

8. Add one thing to the painting that modern 

Americans would build or do if they were 

settling today! 

  

  

** TEACHER GUIDE ** 

Stagecoach, covered wagon, railroad, 
horseback, boats/ships, walking 

It looks like they are running away. 

Accept any reasonable answers 

They also seem to be running from the 

settlers. [wild animals have a star] 

I am guiding the way 
for the settlers.   
[Accept any reasonable 
answers] 


